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With spring in the air, the Nipawin Oasis Centre Bike Shop is determined to make sure everyone in the area who wants a functioning bicycle gets his or her wish. 

The shop opened for it seasonal business Monday April 20, at its location in the back alley of the Oasis Centre's 504 Railway Ave. location. 

"We have some basic repairing, and some students come from the [L.P. Miller Comprehensive High School] to help us with that," Oasis Centre administrative assistant Janice Patrosh said, adding that the students work at the shop on a volunteer basis. 

One Oasis Centre participant will work at the shop during the daytime hours when the students are in school. The Nipawin Salvation Army has also expressed interest in helping out the bike shop, so that at least one person is always manning the shop. 

In addition to repairing bicycles, the shop sells used bikes that have been donated from various donors, including the Town of Nipawin and the RCMP, who provide bikes left unclaimed from the area. Also providing bikes is Brad Warnock, who volunteers his time to collect and fix bikes over the winter. 

For those who cannot afford to purchase a bicycle, a portion of the bikes are given away each year to those in need. About $700 worth of bikes were given away for free last year. 

"It'll help provide transportation throughout the community," Oasis Centre CEO Garry Schenstead said. 

It isn't just kids bikes that are repaired and sold, Patrosh said, as the shop encompasses bikes of all shapes, styles, and sizes, and for all age groups. 

The shop is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday, and Patrosh expects it to remain open until at least the end of June. Pending demand, she said it might stay open longer.

